
SURVIVAL
guide

LA Study Away

Temple University 
Center for the Arts - LA Study Away
Room 120 Annenberg Hall
2020 N. 13th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19122

Alison Crouse
crousea@temple.edu
(215)204-5910



$ $ $

I came here with 1800 dollars in my account and I 
still have 600 left. If you go out to eat every night 
and spend all your money at the bars your money is 
going to go fast. I couldn’t afford to do that, so 
Instead of going out to eat, I bought 40 dollars 
worth of groceries every two weeks from Trader 
Joes and had BBQ’s by the pool every time I felt like 
having a social gathering.  It was just as fun, I ate 
healthy and best of all: it saved me a lot of money. 
 I also saved a lot of money by using Gasbuddy, an 
app that searches for the cheapest gas prices in your 
area. Groupon is a great way to save money if you 
want to try out a new restaurant.  

– Sarah Wong
  (Dev. intern – Millennium  Films)

As far as a budget goes, I’ve stayed under $2000 so 
far, including a flight to San Francisco, but I’m not 
much of a bar hopper, and I don’t buy much alcohol. 
Movie theaters here are also more expensive ($13). 
There’s a lot to do here, and I suggest you don’t 
blow all of your money on taxi rides to bars plus 
drinks two or three times a week. You can do things 
on the cheap, like the beach (water is FREEZING on 
the West Coast), hiking, camping, or just exploring. 
Check out a desert, a beach, and do some hiking at 
a minimum. 

– Josh Duffy 
  (Intern at Trailer Park and Cinipix)

For the semester I've spent almost $2,000 and that 
is with going out most weekends. Gas and food can 
cost as little as $40 a week if you buy cheap food 
and work close to the Oakwood. Bars in LA are 
about the same price as bars in Center City, maybe 
$1 more per drink. I didn’t find food to be any more 
expensive than Philly, I shop at Trader Joes and Vons. 
Buy clothes from thrift stores or Buffalo Exchange, 
you can get great stuff for cheap.

- Bill Hilferty 
  (Intern at GDC Technology and     

  Identity FX, production/post)

NO PNC or TD Banks!

Consider the following:

Wells Fargo
   250 E. Olive Ave. - Burbank

Bank of America
  142 E. Olive Ave. - Burbank

“When it comes to money, if you think you have estimated enough then add some more...  Also, unless 
you are really good at resisting spending money, the first few weeks of excitement will involve some 
unnecessary spending.” -Regina Medeiros 

You’ll need to buy things once you get out here to 
get started: toilet paper, kitchen cleaning supplies 
(dish soap, dishwasher detergent), laundry supplies, 
toiletries (shampoo, conditioner, soap), and (if you 
cook) a lot of startup groceries. The first round of 
shopping will roughly be $300, give or take, depend-
ing on the person. Gas is over $4 at most gas 
stations, so expect it to go up and overestimate your 
gas budget. Have a bunch of quarters just sitting in 
your car in case you need to park for a short time 
at a meter. 

-Regina Medeiros 
(Sound postproduction intern at Smart Post Sound) 

“Taking a taxi is best so you do not have to pay for public parking. It is usually $20 one way and split it 
with 3 other people, it’ll be $5 for you! ” -Tina Lam  



What To DO ?!
“My first piece of advice is to buy a calendar and use it, because time seems to disappear with greater 
efficiency out here. I think that that it is one of the biggest difficulties in LA – time management. There 
are a million things to do, and in order to do as many as possible, one has to use every second effec-
tively.” 

Outdoors:

Runyun Canyon
Topanga Canyon
Saddleback Butte State Park
Joshua Tree
Yosemite
Laguana Beach
Switzer Falls
Griffith Park - Hollywood Sign
Wheeler Gorge
Escondido Falls
The Living Desert - Zoo in Palm Desert
Venice Beach
Huntington Beach
Manhattan Beach
Santa Monica Pier/3rd Street Promenade
Bonfire at Dockwieler Beach

One night some people in the program were going 
camping and my roommates and I were invited to 
come along. I had never been camping before and I 
am not a nature person, but I figured why not just 
try it and have an adventure. That night turned out 
to be one of the most fun nights of this whole 
experience and now I know there is something new 
that I like to do. Don’t be afraid to try new things 
and take chances! Make friends with as many people 
as you can and just try to enjoy every minute spent 
here!

- Ariana Seraita 
(PR intern at MLC PR)

Around and About:

The Musuem of Death (Really interesting)
Kat Von D’s Wonderland
Dimples - Karaoke
Conan
The Price is Right (or get on any game show)
Mulholland Drive
Pacific Coast Highway
The Wax Museum
Guiness World Records Museum
Ripley’s Believe It or Not Odditorium
First Friday events on Abbott Kinney in Venice
Hollywood Walk of Stars
Six Flags

“Drive around. Familiarize yourself with the city. You find way cooler stuff that way.”
-Gabi Chepurny (intern at The Hollywood Reporter)

“Get free audience tickets to live shows such as 
Conan, Leno, Kimmel, Ferguson. This gives you a 
chance to check out a real live set and the studios 
they are at. Everything is very close to Oakwood.” 

- Anil Loungai 
(FreemantleMedia and Terry Hines and Associates)



“I’m glad I didn’t get a car. I only rented it when I needed it on spring break and when I could help 
out on set.” - Tina Lam (Intern on The Dr. Phil Show, CBS/Paramount)

“Having a car out here is pretty much essential; 
although one thing that really bothers me about LA 
is that you have to pay for parking almost every-
where. I still constantly search for places where 
parking is free. There is a railway system, but in my 
opinion the nearest station is too far to walk to 
from the Oakwood.” 

- Ariana Seraita
(PR intern at MLC PR)

“Leave early for everything (double your travel time 
and add 10 minutes), and expect to sit in traffic 
rather than getting angry about it after sleeping in 
for another half hour and driving like an @$#%^*@. 
Invest in CDs, audio books, or an auxiliary input for 
an iPod in your car.  You’ll be spending a good 
amount of time there, so you might as well enjoy it.”

-Josh Duffy
(Trailer Park/Cinipix; focusing on producing)

ONCE YOU’RE THERE:

The Car Question

CAR RENTAL:

Rent from a “local” office not the airport office. You 
will save around 20% in taxes. 

Enterprise, though not specifically endorsed by 
Temple, gives our students special rates. (Around 
$600 before taxes). There is a Studio City location 
with a counter at Oakwood.

See the Enterprise documents on the "Resources" 
page of our website for more information.

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION:

A BICYCLE:

There is a bus stop in front of the Oakwood. Fare is 
$1.50. You can purchase a TAP card (essentially a 
re-loadable bus card).  You can also purchase weekly 
or monthly passes. that can take you around Los 
Angeles. Be sure to leave plenty of time for your 
commute. 

There is a Metro that serves the area with limited 
reach. The closest station is at Universal City. You 
would want to drive a car or ride a bike to the 
station. http://www.metro.net 

Events and activities area best handled with carpool-
ing, especially when parking is expensive. 

“To those that feel like they can't afford to rent a 
vehicle, I highly recommend looking into using the 
Metro transportation. I only see this form of trans-
portation improving with time. I also suggest that 
students consider purchasing a bike. .”

-Luis Cruz
((Marketing Intern at Terry Hines & Associates/ 

On-Set Work)

LA is hilly and large, but a bicycle may be useful at 
times. You can ride and lock up at the metro station, 
or ride to very local internship placements. 



Bars:

Happy Endings
The Den Outpost
The Brickyard Pub
The Federal Bar
The Well
The Parlour Room (Hollywood)
Jameson’s Irish Pub (Hollywood Blvd)
Pig N’ Whistle (Hollywood Blvd)
Dillin’s Irish Pub
The Whiskey A-Go-Go
Power House - Dive Bar on Highland

NOM. NOM. FOOD!

Places to Eat:

Pink’s Hot Dogs
In-n-Out Burger
Bob’s Big Boy
The Counter
Crazy Rockin’ Sushi
Gala Thai
Jersey Mikes
Du Par’s Diner
Don Cuco’s
Toast
The Churchill
The Ivy (On Robertson)

“One of my favorite places to get 
coffee/work done is Priscilla’s on River-
side. I also love to eat at the Mexican restaurant 
Tequila’s Cantina & Grill on Magnolia Blvd” 

- Maureen Kaiser

“Porto’s Bakery on Magnolia is one of 
Burbank’s treasures. I am willing to bet that 
after just one visit you’ll be hooked. It’s fresh 
and the best part is that you’ll leave full and 
your wallet won’t be hurting!”

- Luis Cruz

“I love In n’ Out burger. Nothing gets better than 
the secret menu, but if you’re looking for some-
thing different Don Cuco’s is great, well-priced, 
Mexican cuisine. Du Par’s Diner is 
good if you’re looking for all day breakfast and 
Crazy Rock N’ Sushi has fantastic half priced 
rolls.” 

– Gabi Chepurny

Grocery Stores:

Vons
* 301 N. Pass Ave. - Burbank

Ralph’s
* 10901 Ventura Blvd - Studio City

Trader Joe’s
* 214 E. Alameda Ave. - Burbank

Albersons
* 3830 W. Verdugo Ave - Burbank

At all but Trader Joe’s you can get a frequent 
shopper card.



Oakwood
Address: 3600 Barham Blvd.

Los Angeles, CA 90068

Arrival:

Main Entrance:
* Stop at the security booth
* Guard will direct you to the clubhouse

Clubhouse
* You will be given-
* Room key
* Access card
* Mailbox key
* Internet access code
* Car permit tag

Amenities:

North clubhouse office (Mon.-Fri 9am-6pm)
South clubhouse office (Mon.-Sun. 9am-7pm)

Convenience store
•Connected to south clubhouse
•Mon-Fri. 7am-10pm / 8am-10pm weekends

Laundry 

Mailboxes in each building
•Packages delivered to your door
•Stamps at convenience store
•Drop boxes at clubhouses

Business Center

Dry Cleaner 

Fitness center

Tennis courts 

Basketball and volleyball courts

Free brunch on Sunday mornings!

Rules:

No loud noises after 10:00pm
* Noise complaints allowed after this time
* LAPD may be called

OTHER RULES AS DEFINED

Guests:

You must notify gate of your guest’s name and 
visitor code

* This code is part of your check-in packet
Guests must park in designated parking areas



Medical

Health Insurance

Check your coverage prior to departure
Are you insured?
Are you covered out of state?
Do you have a back-up plan?

Prescriptions

Do you have enough of your meds?
Do you have a prescription from your doctor?

Services

HOSPITAL
Providence Saint Joseph’s Medical Center
* 501 S. Buena Vista Street - Burbank

URGENT CARE
Lakeside Urgent Care
* 191 S. Buena Vista St - Burbank

MENTAL HEALTH
Center for Individual and Family Counseling
*5445 Laurel Canyon Blvd. - North Hollywood

This is not a complete list of services available to 
you, but rather a starting point. Be proactive in 
handling your physical and emotional well-being. 
Please speak to your Resident Assistant, your 
Faculty Director, or your internship coordinator if 
you have any concerns or questions about your 
own health or that of someone else.



“For any students that have vehicles, consider 
shipping your car to Los Angeles or taking the road 
trip to Los Angeles. If you don’t have a vehicle or 
can’t drive to LA, then look into car rental services 
and compare rates. If a car rental will put a strain on 
your finances, don’t rent a vehicle. It is a challenge, 
but this program can be done without a vehicle and 
you can still be successful. It takes more work and 
planning, but it can certainly be done. ”

-Luis Cruz
(Marketing Intern at Terry Hines & Associates/ 

On-Set Work)

“I would recommend driving across the country if 
possible.  It was one of the most eye opening and 
fun experiences I have ever had. If you do it, take at 
least a week but preferably 10 days where you can 
stop in different cities. You can sleep at rest stops for 
free or camp for $20. Hotel rooms were average 
$60 and we split it between 6 people so it was $10 
a night. Gas cost about $500 per car and we had 
two per car which was $250 a person. Total we 
spent on the road trip was like $600 per person and 
it was way more fun than a plane ride. Plan your 
route before you go though!” 

- Bill Hilferty
(GDC Technology and Identity FX, production/post)

SHIPPING:

GETTING THERE:

The Car Question

Shipping your car or small SUV is around $2100 
round-trip. This may prove cheaper than a rental. 
(Which during the fall or spring semester averages 
$2,400.) You can also ship your car one way, and 
drive it the other.

DRIVING:

Should you choose to drive out, make sure your car 
can handle the journey. Get a tune-up before leaving 
Philadelphia. Also consider getting AAA. Coverage 
will save you a bunch of money should your car 
need to be towed or should you need help with a 
tire change en route.

You might want to caravan with others driving 
across country. Carpooling is also a good option. 
Those looking to save on a plane ticket, or just up 
for an adventure, may be willing to chip in on gas 
and driving. 



Getting To L.A.

FLYING:

There are 2 airports that serve LA: LAX and 
Burbank. Burbank is closer to Oakwood, but 
there are more direct flights to LAX.

You can often change or rebook your flight more 
easily on Southwest Airlines, and you can book a 
one-way flight if you aren’t sure when you are 
returning to Philadephia. Southwest also has 
lower baggage fees. Check out and compare all of 
your options. 

FROM THE AIRPORT:

LAX
There is a SuperShuttle that runs directly from 
the airport to the Oakwood. Check online 
for current rates. 

Burbank

Aka Bob Hope Airport is closer to the Oakwood 
Toluca Hills. The SuperShuttle also operates here.

Uber and Lyft are other transportation options.

Always make sure to specify Oakwood Toluca Hills location since there are other Oakwood apartments in the 
Los Angeles area. The address is 3600 Barham Blvd.




